E7*~ 


1 


STORI 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



IMPRESSIONS OF FRANCE 




10URS 



I 



MPRESSIONS 

OF 

FRANCE 



' Impressions, immediate, easy, 
and consciously limited,' is Mr. Henry 
James's happy comment on his own 
picturesque description of the districts of 
France touched by him on his ' little 
tour.'* Mr. Henry James is an impres- 
sionist in words, a master of style who 
never fails to conjure up with the most 
sparing use of his medium the very essence 
of what he intends to convey. In his 
hands the language is moulded into new 
forms like the sculptor's clay ; words of 
every-day use are given a new, picturesque 
significance. We can do no better than 
quote a few of the descriptive passages to 
show the author's power of expression : 
' It was a squally, showery day, with 
sudden drizzles of sunshine.' . . . ' I 
saw nothing save the universal night, 
spotted here and there with an ugly rail- 
way lamp.' . . . 'This battered yet 
coherent little edifice has the touching 
look that resides in everything supremely 
old ; it has arrived at the age at which 

• A Utile Tour in France By Henry James. Illustrated by Joseph 
I'cnucll. I London : W Heineniann. 1900.) 



such things cease to feel the years ; the waves of 
time have worn its edges to a kind of patient 
dulness . . .' 

The attractiveness of the volume is increased 
by the numerous illustrations from the brush of 
Mr. Pennell, although the quality of these 
drawings cannot bear comparison with his 
'Highways and Byways' illustrations. Mr. 
PennelPs pen and ink work is almost unique in 
its picturesque suggestiveness, but the wash- 
drawings which accompany Mr,. Henry James's 
' Little Tour in France ' are somewhat too 
sketchy and sometimes almost careless in exe- 
cution, and do not warrant their reproduction 
by photogravure process. The result gains enor- 
mously in the drawings where the wash has 
been helped by the pen, but we prefer Mr. 
Pennell's pure pen and ink drawings. 
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